
provides comprehensive services in a 
child-friendly setting to children in Erie 
County who are traumatized by sexual 

and physical abuse while ensuring 
victims and caregivers receive immediate, 

effective and sensitive support.

CHILD ADVOCACY CENTER

YOU CAN HELP!!
We help children in our community heal. 

You help us to do our job.

The CAC relies on the support and generosity of the 
community. Your tax-deductible contribution to the 

Child Advocacy Center will benefit children who 
receive services here in Erie County. 

For more information, please visit 
www.cacbuffalo.org

556 Franklin St., Buffalo, NY 14202  
 Tel:  716-886-5437
 Fax: 716-886-5888
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Nearly
 5

children die each day from 
abuse and neglect.

Nearly 70% of all reported sexual 
assaults occur to children ages 17 and under.

1 in 10 children are sexually abused 
before their 18th birthday.

If you suspect child abuse, 
call the New York State Child 

Hotline at 1-800-342-3720 
or contact your local law 

enforcement agency.

The Reality of 
Child Abuse

Only 10%
of children who have been sexually abused 

will disclose their abuse as a child 

because 90% of abusers are 
someone they know, love and trust.

is an innovative, comprehensive 
center offering safety, support, and 
healing for children and families 
affected by abuse in Erie County.



The CAC offers a child-friendly place where 
a team of professionals provide coordinated, 
comprehensive response to victims and their 
caregivers.  The Erie County’s Multidisciplinary 
Team (MDT) has representation from law 
enforcement, prosecution, child protective 
services, medical, mental health and victim 
advocacy. The MDT works together to support 
the child as well as their family and caregivers 
with the services they need.

Multidisciplinary Team
District Attorney’s Office• 
Child Protective Services• 
Law Enforcement • 
Family Court• 
Medical Services• 
Mental Health Services• 
Victim Advocates• 
CAC Staff• 

What is the
Child Advocacy Center?

Multidisciplinary Team Response
Case review and tracking • 
Facilitation and coordination of • 
multidisciplinary team activities, meetings,  
and interviews 
Crisis intervention and referral• 
Interpretation / Translation Services as • 
needed

Forensic Interviews
Child victims and witnesses are interviewed in 
a child-sensitive, unbiased, developmentally and 
culturally appropriate manner.

Specialized Mental Health Treatment
Provided by licensed clinicians to victims and 
families to address the immediate and long-term 
effects of child abuse and trauma.

Medical Exams and Evaluations
Provided by specialized Pediatricians and 
Pediatric Nurse Practitioners from Oishei 
Children’s Hospital to ensure the physical and 
psychological health and well-being of the child.

Victim Advocacy
Every child and family is assigned a Victim 
Advocate to provide support and information 
while ensuring access to needed services.

Education & Prevention
An important part of the CAC mission is 
increasing public awareness and educating 
our community about child abuse. As part of 
this effort the CAC is leading the Erie County 
Enough Abuse Campaign, a state-wide initiative 
designed to educate the public on how to protect 
children from sexual abuse today and prevent 
abusive behavior in the future.

CAC 
Services

The CAC reinvented the traditional method 
of response to child abuse, designing a child-
friendly system that reduces trauma and ensures 
cases are thoroughly investigated.

Legal, social services, medical and mental health 
systems are condensed into one central location, 
reducing the duplication of services and the 
number of times a child must tell their story.

The CAC’s targeted approach is more efficient, 
effective, and saves thousands in taxpayer dollars.

Most importantly, further victimization is 
reduced and the emotional benefits to both 
children and their families are immeasurable. 

How does a child get referred to the 
Child Advocacy Center?

A child can only get referred to the CAC by:
1.  Child Protective Services
2.  Law Enforcement
3.  Child’s Pediatrician

If you have any questions about referral 
policies or services, contact the 

CHILD ADVOCACY CENTER

716-886-5437

Why is the
CAC Needed?

  •  District Attorney’s Office 
  •  Child Protective Services 
  •  Law Enforcement 
  •  Family Court 
  •  Medical Services 
  •  Mental Health Services 
  •  Victim Advocates 
  •  CAC Staff 
  •  DSS Office of Counsel
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Why is the
CAC Needed?

An important part of the CAC mission is 
increasing public awareness and educating 
our community about child abuse. As part of 
this effort the CAC is leading the Erie County 
Enough Abuse Campaign, a state-wide initiative 
designed to educate the public on how to protect 
children from sexual abuse today and prevent 
abuseive behavior in the future. Please contact 
the CAC if you or your organization would be 
interested in a presentation.


